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SOUTHERN PORTS AUTHORITY — BULLYING ALLEGATIONS 
149. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the substantial number of visits to my Esperance electorate office by bullied and harassed employees of 
the Southern Ports Authority, the statements made on ABC Great Southern on 22 February 2018 by the member 
for Albany and the statements made on ABC Goldfields–Esperance on 28 February by Hon Laurie Graham about 
claims of harassment and bullying at the Southern Ports Authority in Esperance and Albany. 
(1) Is the minister aware that a WorkSafe improvement notice has been issued to the Southern Ports Authority 

in relation to psychosocial hazards? 
(2) What assurances has the minister sought from the Southern Ports Authority that it will meet the deadline 

to remedy the issue? 
(3) When will the minister travel to Esperance, as she travelled to Albany, to discuss these matters with 

distressed employees of Southern Ports? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 
(1)–(3) This is a serious issue. Members may recall that in June last year, we started an inquiry into the 

amalgamation of the ports for the creation of the Southern Ports Authority. That inquiry concluded, and 
I tabled the report two weeks ago. Although it found that there are no systematic issues of bullying, there 
are instances that need further attention. At the same time, all issues of bullying that have been referred 
to me or presented to my office have been referred to the appropriate authorities, and WorkSafe also has 
been involved. We take this issue very seriously. We have had a number of meetings about this issue, 
particularly with the chair of the board. We will continue to do what we can to make sure that the port 
has a positive future and that the workplace feels safe. 
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